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B e ok with good  enough
Be okay with good enough.  It's all right if the house isn't perfectly 

clean.  Be okay with a cup in the wrong place, or a spot being missed 

as they clean.  As they become more competent because they are 

cleaning, it will get better. 

Ticia Messing, Adventures in Mommydom 

 

 

”All caught up” is a myth 
We have to gently remind ourselves there's no such thing as “all 

caught up” or “all done” because it never ends. If you're buried under 

housework and overwhelmed, you definitely need to focus on that 

for a week, or even two. Put homeschool on pause, get the kids involved (or 

send the kids to grandma's for a day), ask a friend to come help out – 

whatever you can do to feel like you've got your head above water. 

 

Amber Oliver, Classic Housewife 

 

Cleaning with teens 
Teens don’t look at cleaning the way moms look at cleaning. If we 

say clean your room, they hear pick everything up off the floor. 

Planning ahead is crucial. Decide who is going to do what. Teens 

don’t like to be bossed around or micromanaged, so it is best for them 

to know ahead of time what they are expected to do. 

 

Amy Stults, Milk and Cookies 

http://adventuresinmommydom.org/
http://www.classichousewife.com/
http://milkandcookiesblog.com/


 

21 Tips for Cleaning, Decluttering & Organizing | iHomeschool Network 

Front door box
Take some time while you’re cleaning to throw things out — broken 

toys go in the trash, outgrown clothes go in the Goodwill pile or 

sorted to be sold. Keep a box by the front door for donations. When 

it's full, load it in your car and take it away. 

 

Dianna Kennedy, The Kennedy Adventures 

 

Imitating Mommy
If you have kids, get them involved. My girls will help me dust or 

wash walls.  They want to do what Mommy is doing!  You might have 

to set some ground rules, though (like NO ONE washes the walls 

after Mommy has!) or do a little bit of teaching before getting started. Put on 

some music and make it fun. 

Bonnie Way, The Koala Mom   

http://www.thekennedyadventures.com
http://thekoalamom.com/2014/04/five-tips-spring-cleaning/
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Prioritiz e 
Just like in life, you make the most time for your priority relationships. 

With housework you prioritize what is most important to you and 

your spouse to have done on a regular basis. Counters are 

important to my husband. Floors are important to me. So, we make those two 

things a priority to keep clean and tidy. Know that those are the two hardest 

things to keep clean and tidy in our home. But when it happens, usually at the 

end of the day… Ahh! It feels so good! 

Kristi Clover, Raising Clovers 

 

Freshly made bed 
Make your bed first thing in the morning, everyday. As early as age 4 

a child can be taught how to pull up a comforter and straighten a 

pillow. This simple task helps your home to have a straightened look 

all day long. If you accomplish no other homemaking task in the day you will 

know that at least one task is accomplished. Plus, it's a lot more inviting to 

climb into a freshly made bed at night than it is to have to straighten a 

rumpled one. 

Renée Brown, Great Peace Academy 

Earning money 
Something that has motivated me to clean out closets is money.  Our 

community has a huge consignment sale for children's clothing.  It is 

a family effort that starts right after the Christmas tree is put away. 

We have a "fashion" show, if it is too little then it goes to the "sale closet."  

 

Lana, I Love My 5 Kids 

http://www.raisingclovers.com/
http://www.greatpeaceacademy.com/home-of-great-peace/home-keeping/
http://www.ilovemy5kids.com/
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Make  it  a  lesson
If you’ve never taught the kids how to clean the cobwebs, beat the 

rugs, or wash the windows, now is the time. Make it a homeschool 

lesson by reading about the history of spring cleaning. Consider your 

children’s ages, then teach them the why, the what, and the how of one 

cleaning task. Turn on some upbeat music and let them have a go at it. You 

may be surprised if you actually have fun.  

Melanie Wilson, Psychowith6 

Give  yourself  grace 
Honestly, I don’t always get to my housework. My house definitely 

does not stay as clean as it did before I started homeschooling. I 

should give myself some grace in that I now have five kids in the mix. 

I started our homeschool journey with three. I heard someone say the other 

day that trying to keep your house clean with kids is like trying to brush your 

teeth and eat Oreos at the same time! 

Kristi Clover, Raising Clovers 

   

http://tlc.howstuffworks.com/home/spring-clean-in-spring2.htm
http://www.psychowith6.com/week-11-spring-cleaning-challenge/
http://www.raisingclovers.com/
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Declutter before you clean 
Before you begin spring cleaning a room, take down the curtains 

and open the windows. Sunlight usually gives people more energy. If 

there are a lot of shelves that can house potential clutter, 

take everything off every single shelf and surface and put it on the floor. It may 

sound chaotic, but it is really not. Having completely bare shelves and surfaces 

is really cathartic. It will also give you an idea of how much space you really 

have in your room. 

Amy Stults, Milk and Cookies 

Pay your children 

I pay my children to clean and then offer to take them out for dinner 

if they can pay for their meal. Yes, I am that mom who told her son 

she would pay him to purge his room. I handed him a shopping bag 

and told him to fill it and I would give him $5. Trash and unwanted items 

counted toward filling the bag. Joyfully the youngest son actually had funds to 

pay and was eager to eat his favorite meal out. I got a purged room and a 

night off from cooking.  

Stacey Lane, Layered Soul Blog 

Housework is teamwork 
We are a family, and our kids are part of our family unit. Housework 

is teamwork. It’s not just about mom running around trying to serve 

everyone else. Everyone needs to be pitching in. By taking the time 

to teach them the most efficient way to do chores, you will bless them for life! 

Don’t expect perfection as you are training them. It takes time. 

 

Kristi Clover, Raising Clovers 

http://milkandcookiesblog.com/
http://www.layeredsoul.com/
http://www.raisingclovers.com/
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Child - siz ed fun
Your kids can do a lot more than you think they can.  When they are 

preschoolers, get them a child sized broom and mop and let them 

sweep.  They will love to be involved in helping, and you don't have 

to worry about what they are doing as you are cleaning.  Let them unload the 

dishes from the dishwasher. From the age of three my kids unloaded their own 

plastic cups and put them away. 

Ticia Messing, Adventures in Mommydom 
 

 

The miracle of 20 minutes 
It's amazing what you can do in 20 minutes. We each take a zone 

and clean for 20 minutes. Sometimes, we work together racing from 

room to room. It's hard to teach and learn in the middle of a mess. 

We do the same thing again in the afternoon. Spending 20 minutes here and 

20 minutes there matters. 

Amber Oliver, Classic Housewife 

   

http://adventuresinmommydom.org/
http://www.classichousewife.com/
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Rainbow days 
Every homeschooling mother I know struggles with housekeeping in 

some way. Whether it's trying to keep the dining room table cleared 

off for suppertime or whether the problem is a larger, more systemic 

issue, the fact that we live, learn and play in the same small space all day long 

will impact the cleanliness of our homes. Some days might feel like “treadmill 

days” – days that ended right where we began. Some days might feel like 

“avalanche days” – days that took us by surprise and swept us further 

backward than before. So when those “rainbow days” come along – those 

productive days that give you hope – it can make all the other days feel much 

more bearable. 

Amber Oliver, Classic Housewife 

 

 

Find your routine 

An important step in managing your home is to find a routine to 

help you in your homemaking efforts. Right now my routine is pretty 

basic. Through the week, I do nothing but basic upkeep. A load or 

two of laundry each day, dishes, floors, etc. Then on Saturdays, I clean. It takes 

about two hours, but for now it is what works for me. Everyone’s homemaking 

routine will look different; you may need to break up the tasks into smaller 

pieces each day, like I used to. You may not want to clean on Saturdays and 

would rather have the day off. The key is to find a homemaking routine that 

works for you and then manage your home to the best of your ability.  

 

Misty Bailey, Finding Joy In The Journey 

http://www.classichousewife.com/
http://www.findingjoyinthejourney.net/
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Reassess your b elongings
Cleaning is pretty easy once a room is decluttered. The yearly spring 

cleaning session is the perfect opportunity to reassess how 

important things are and what your child has grown out of or no 

longer cares about. My son collects really big LEGO sets and his favorites are 

the Star Wars sets. Several years ago he was really into Ninjago, but they are 

no longer important to him, so I know now that he is old enough to let them 

go. (By letting go, I mean letting them go into a bin in the basement. Neither 

of us will ever be fully ready to get rid of LEGO sets.) There are also video 

games that he has played through and will never play again. These can go into 

a large plastic bin to be reassessed for trading in for other games or giving 

away to friends. Same goes with the books that he has read but will never pick 

up again. 

Amy Stults, Milk and Cookies 

http://milkandcookiesblog.com/
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Hire help 
Don't feel bad about hiring a housekeeper. During overwhelming 

times in my life, having a housekeeper kept my house afloat (and 

saved my sanity.) Having someone to help out means that I can 

dedicate time to the things that need serious attention like a a new baby, or a 

child struggling with phonics.  

Dianna Kennedy, The Kennedy Adventures 

Determine your prob lem areas 
Depending on your home and family size, you'll likely have different 

problem areas. Focus in and identify 3 priority problem areas. Do 

you have trouble getting supper ready on time each day? Are you 

always behind on laundry? Is the dinner table too cluttered to eat at?  For us, 

having supper ready on time used to be a priority problem area. While we do 

need to work on all the problem areas, we need to start with the priorities. 

Now that we have a good system down for things like supper, we can focus 

more on other issues. 

Amber Oliver, Classic Housewife 

Budget for a cleaner 
Truly, if you can find money in your budget to hire a cleaner to come 

every other week or even once a month for a deep clean, it will be 

so worth it. I literally told my cleaners what my budget was and 

asked them what they could get done for that amount. I thought through what 

was the most important thing that I wanted done and what would help me the 

most — and had them do that. I’ve been really amazed at how much they can 

get done on the budget I gave them. 

Kristi Clover, Raising Clovers 

http://www.thekennedyadventures.com
http://www.classichousewife.com/
http://www.raisingclovers.com/
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As a special gift, we'd also like to offer you a discount on any of our ebooks.  

 

Each book is only $2.99 after discount.  

 

 Homeschooling: What to Do When You Want to Quit 

 The Big Book of Homeschool Ideas: 55 Moms Share Their Expertise on 103 

Topics  

 How We Teach: the real lives of homeschoolers from classical to 

unschooling and everything in between  

 Homeschooling an Only Child: When Just One is Just Right  

 iBlog: everything you need to know about blogging from 30 top bloggers 

 iBlog Pro: taking your blog to the next level 

 

Please enter the code organize2016 upon checkout. 
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http://ihomeschoolnetwork.com/product/how-we-teach/
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